
UK’s Foreign Policy: 
New Course and Prospects



In the context of leaving 
the European Union, the 
UK has presented a new 
document on the foreign 
and defence policy 
of the state «Global 
Britain in a Competitive 
Age: the Integrated 
Review of Security, 
Defence, Development 
and Foreign Policy» in 
March this year defining 
the main priorities 
and directions of the 
country’s activities until 
20301. The foreign policy 
review mainly symbolizes 
formation of a «Global 
Britain» independent 
of the European Union 
developing its own 
approaches to foreign 
policy.
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1 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/999101/03335-CO-Integrated-Review-
Foreward-and-Overview-FINAL-RUSSIAN-WEB-DISPLAYABLE-PDF.pdf

2	 	https://sgp.fas.org/crs/row/RL33105.pdf
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PECULIARITIES OF UK’S FOREIGN 
POLICY AT THE PRESENT STAGE

The United States remains the main strategic partner, the largest 
trading partner and an external investor for the United Kingdom, 
as well as a key ally within NATO. 

In the conditions of exiting the EU, the traditionally close 
cooperation between Britain and the United States in most areas 
has not undergone drastic changes. This trend is likely to persist, 
especially in such areas and aspects of cooperation between the 
countries as the fight against terrorism, intelligence, the economy, 
threats to global and regional security, and the development of 
NATO. 

The United Kingdom and the United States held five rounds of 
negotiations on a bilateral free trade agreement in 2020, and 
according to official authorities, the parties have made progress 
on the issues of investment, digital services, but disputes between 
states on food safety requirements and U.S. access to the British 
pharmaceutical market still remain2.
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Participation in NATO and 
supporting the inter-state 
efforts in the interests of 
collective security remain 
a priority for the United 
Kingdom. Britain seeks to 
maintain its position as 
a «leading European ally 
in NATO cooperating with 
other countries in deterring» 
traditional, nuclear, and hybrid 
security threats (including 
from Russia). The UK 
government intends to keep 
defence spending at a level 
higher than the 2% of GDP 
recommended by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Meanwhile, the cooperation 
between the United Kingdom 

and the European Union in 
the field of foreign policy 
and security, especially in 
the context of the dominant 
role of the United States, is 
maintained at the same level. 
The UK retains a significant 
influence on the course of 
events in Europe. 

In addition, the similarity of 
positions and views on issues 
on the international agenda 
including support for a rules-
based international order of 
constructive multilateralism, 
open societies, and an open 
and sustainable global 
economy, contributes to the 
preservation of a sustainable 
partnership between the 

United Kingdom and the 
European Union. 

The implementation of the 
agreement on trade and 
cooperation between the 
UK and the EU is still «at a 
transitional stage», but initial 
trends suggest that we can 
expect, first of all, a sharp 
reduction in the volume of 
bilateral trade across the 
English Channel. 

It is noteworthy that Britain 
aims to intensify and deepen 
cooperation with the countries 
of the Indo-Pacific region. The 
UK Government notes the 
importance of involving the 
dynamically developing Indo-
Pacific region as a European 
partner with a broad and 
«highly integrated presence 
in the region» in order to 
maintain mutually beneficial 
trade cooperation, common 
security and values.

The	bulk	of	Britain’s	economic	exchange,	cultural	
ties,	and	contacts	still	fall	on	its	closest	European	
partners,	twenty-seven	neighbouring	states	united	
by a common interest in the security and stability  
of	the	region.

www.euractiv.com
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PECULIARITIES OF UK’S FOREIGN POLICY 
AT THE PRESENT STAGE

With regard to China, the UK intends to adhere to a balancing 
policy. On the one hand, Britain recognizes China as a systemic 
challenge, «the biggest threat to the economic security of the 
United Kingdom at the state level», demonstrating a tougher 
position on security issues, and on the other hand, the country 
designates the priority of maintaining «good relations» with 
Beijing as the main partner in responding to transnational 
challenges, striving to strengthen «constructive economic 
relations» with the power, including attracting more Chinese 
investment. 
Meanwhile, the interests of the United Kingdom in Central Asia 
remain focused on strengthening bilateral trade ties and, to 
a much lesser extent, regional cooperation. In the post-Brexit 
period, UK’s Department for International Trade is working on 
concluding new trade deals with each of the Central Asian 
states. For Britain, Kazakhstan, as the largest economy in Central 
Asia, remains a priority partner in the region, in cooperation with 
which a further increase in exports is of paramount importance 
for the British establishment.
Announced by Boris Johnson budget cuts for the purpose of 
providing assistance to other countries in the amount of about 
$5 billion U.S. dollars in the period from 2021 to 2022 indicate 
the departure of the UK from the previous policy3. The British 
Government intends to gradually switch to the provision of 
expert services instead of the traditional provision of grants 
as other countries can finance their own priority development 
projects.
In general, the UK’s defensive doctrine remains unchanged, 
focused on the Euro-Atlantic neighborhood and cooperation.
The British Government has decided to increase the defense 
budget by $5 billion U.S. dollars for 2021-2022, allocate about 
$110 billion U.S. dollars over 4 years for the modernization of 
the armed forces and spend up to about $274 billion U.S. dollars 
over a 10-year period to achieve this goal.

The priorities for the British 
establishment in the region 
include:
-  strengthening dialogue 

primarily with the three 
major powers - China, 
India, and Japan;

-  becoming an ASEAN 
dialogue partner;

-  joining the 
Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership.

The shift of British interests 
towards the Indo-Pacific 
region designated as the 
«engine of global economic 
growth» can be primarily 
explained by:
-  economic aspirations; 
-  security interests, in 

particular the need 
to preserve freedom 
of navigation in the 
conditions of increasing 
geopolitical competition, 
the emergence of 
potential points of 
tension in the Indo-
Pacific region.
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3	https://static.rusi.org/rusi_pub_281_chalmers_final_web_version_0_0.pdf


